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Abstract
Since the implementation of China’s new family planning policy in 2016, the structure of
Chinese families has undergone significant changes, making sibling relationships an important
subsystem of the family relationship system. This study explores the interactions and internal
mechanisms between sibling relationships, parent-child relationships, and parents’ strategies
for handling sibling conflicts within families with preschool children aged 3-6. The study
hypothesizes that parents’ strategies for resolving sibling conflicts affect sibling relationships
and that the parent-child relationship mediates this effect. Using convenient sampling, data
were collected from kindergartens in four cities in Fujian Province, with 1386 questionnaires
completed by parents. The study finds significant positive correlations between parents’ strategies
for handling sibling conflicts and both sibling relationships and parent-child relationships.
Furthermore, the parent-child relationship mediates the relationship between parents’ strategies
and sibling relationships. The results suggest that adopting child-centered strategies for handling
sibling conflicts and building good parent-child relationships can promote healthy sibling
relationships and ensure the normal operation of the family system.

Keywords: Sibling conflict management strategies; Parent-child relationship; Sibling relationship; Mediating
effect

1. Introduction
Since the implementation of the new family planning policy in 2016, the structure of
Chinese families has undergone significant changes. The arrival of a second or third child
has made sibling relationships an important subsystem of the family relationship system.
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When the family relationship system changes, we must pay attention to the direct or indirect
impact of the newly generated subsystem—sibling relationships—on other subsystems to
ensure the normal operation of the family system.

Cicirelli believes that when the first child recognizes the birth of another individual, a
so-called sibling relationship is formed. This relationship includes all interactions, including
behavior, verbal and non-verbal communication, etc., and often involves two or more
individuals who share common parental experiences, attitudes, feelings, and beliefs1. Sibling
relationships are one of the longest-lasting social relationships most people experience2, and
they play a crucial role in individual development3. When the second child arrives, the
first child must learn to accept and adapt. During this process, the first child may exhibit a
series of negative psychological behaviors such as anxiety, inferiority, and selfishness. The
strong possessiveness of the eldest child may lead them to do things detrimental to others4.
These behaviors of the first child gradually alleviate as the second child grows up because
the first child has accepted the fact of having a sibling. Meanwhile, the younger sibling,
during their growth, brings love and warmth to the first child, which is different from the
love and warmth given by parents. Of course, another scenario is that as the second child
grows up, conflicts between the two children may intensify due to factors such as vying for
parental attention, toys, books, snacks, etc. Therefore, sibling relationships show different
characteristics and types during their development: the first type is warm and harmonious
sibling relationships, accounting for 36.5%; the second type is hostile and conflictual sibling
relationships, accounting for 20.7%; and the third type is a mix of warmth and hostility,
accounting for 40.8%5. This shows that sibling conflict is an important form of sibling
relationship development.

Sibling conflict is a normal phenomenon in the development of sibling relationships.
Some studies suggest that the more time siblings spend together, the more conflicts they will
have6. Sibling conflict has both positive and negative impacts on children’s development.
Smith and Ross (2007) believe that sibling conflict can be seen as an adaptation process
to others’ characteristics, where persistence, compromise, communication, and handling
processes are skills needed for future social relationships7. However, Katz (1992) argues
that this understanding of the role of sibling conflict is somewhat idealized, and destructive
conflicts between siblings can lead to destructive development in the future, with young
children likely to develop behavioral problems8. Sibling conflict not only affects the healthy
development of sibling relationships but also has negative effects on the individual, leading
to more sleep problems, behavioral disorders after school enrollment, antisocial behavior,
problematic peer interactions, etc.9. In summary, sibling conflict is an important influencing
factor in the development of sibling relationships. According to existing research, sibling
conflict is influenced by family, social, and individual sibling factors. Among these factors,
family factors mainly include parents’ marital relationship, parent-child relationship, parent-
ing style, and parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflict10. In the early stages, children
have low problem-solving abilities. When facing conflicts with siblings, they mostly seek
help from parents. Therefore, how parents handle conflicts between their children is the
key to resolving sibling conflicts.

According to existing research, there are three main strategies parents use to handle sib-
ling conflicts: child-centered strategies, control strategies, and non-intervention strategies11.
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Child-centered strategies are relatively scientific ways of handling sibling conflicts. In these
strategies, children themselves are the main agents in resolving conflicts. Parents stand in
the children’s shoes, allowing them to solve problems through expression and negotiation
in a peaceful manner. This method not only promotes the healthy development of sibling
relationships but also teaches children how to handle problems and interact properly with
others. Studies have found that parents who adopt child-centered strategies are closely linked
to fewer subsequent sibling conflicts12. Research by Xu Lu et al. (2022) confirmed the
scientific and effective nature of child-centered strategies. Xu Lu et al. believe that using
child-centered strategies to handle sibling conflicts allows children to feel their mother’s
friendliness and kindness, which is then transmitted to sibling relationships, increasing the
warmth of these relationships. Conversely, when mothers control or ignore their children’s
sibling conflicts, conflicts among siblings increase, and the warmth of sibling relationships
decreases13. Control strategies, starting from the parents themselves, involve measures such
as punishment, threats, deprivation of privileges, or other controlling behaviors to reduce
or eliminate conflicts14. Studies have found that parents who adopt control strategies may
bring about more conflicts15. Non-intervention strategies, opposite to control strategies,
involve parents completely ignoring or disregarding their children’s conflicts, either not
caring, not intervening, or letting the children resolve the conflicts themselves16. Studies
have found that when parents do not intervene in conflicts, younger siblings exhibit more
hostile behaviors17. This strategy is more suitable for adult siblings, who have better abilities
to manage and resolve their conflicts19. This study’s subjects are preschool children aged 3-6,
who lack the ability to resolve conflicts on their own. Therefore, we agree with the views
of Perozynski and Kramer. Consequently, this study hypothesizes that parents’ strategies for
resolving sibling conflicts are significantly positively correlated with sibling relationships.

The parent-child relationship is one of the longest and most important relationships
in the family. Many studies have focused on the role and impact of the parent-child rela-
tionship within the family system. The parent-child relationship refers to the interpersonal
relationship formed by the interaction between parents and children based on kinship
and cohabitation20. For young children, the earliest social relationship they form is with
their parents. Studies have shown that the quality of the parent-child relationship affects
children’s brain development, thereby influencing their social, emotional, and cognitive
development21. Research on children’s behavioral problems has also found that a good
parent-child relationship acts as a protective factor in the development of children’s be-
havioral problems, reducing their occurrence22. A good parent-child relationship helps
children gain happiness23, and warm, intimate, and emotionally open parent-child rela-
tionships can help children recover quickly from major traumatic events24. Therefore,
the parent-child relationship significantly influences children’s growth and development,
making it important to build a good parent-child relationship. Existing research shows that
the parent-child relationship is influenced by other factors, such as parenting style, marital
relationship, peer relationships, etc.25, which directly or indirectly affect the development of
the parent-child relationship. There is no specialized discussion on the relationship between
parents’ strategies for resolving sibling conflicts and the parent-child relationship, but some
studies suggest that mothers’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts indirectly reflect their
parenting style26. Therefore, we can infer that parents’ strategies for resolving sibling con-
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flicts influence the construction of the parent-child relationship, and the two are correlated.
According to family systems theory, the interaction between the parent-child relationship
and sibling relationships is significant. Dunn and Kendrick’s research supports this view,
stating that the positive impact of sibling relationships on young children is second only
to the parent-child relationship, and that cohabitation with siblings can provide emotional
support for children27. Sibling relationships play an important role in the socialization
process of young children, helping them develop social understanding, perspective-taking
abilities, and socio-emotional development through sibling interactions, which in turn aids
in the construction of other social relationships28. Research has also found that positive
parent-child relationships are associated with good sibling relationships29, while negative
parent-child relationships are associated with conflict and aggression between siblings30.
These findings can be explained by the spillover hypothesis, which emphasizes that the
influences or relationship management strategies learned in one relationship can be applied
to handling other relationships. However, some studies using the compensatory hypothesis
have reached different conclusions, suggesting that when the parent-child relationship with
both children is poor, the sibling relationship between the two children becomes closer and
warmer31. Based on this, this study hypothesizes that parents’ strategies for resolving sibling
conflicts can influence sibling relationships through the mediating role of the parent-child
relationship.

Existing research has explored the relationships between various subsystems within
the family, but most studies focus on primary and secondary school students, with less
attention to preschool children. This study focuses on preschool children aged 3-6 and
aims to explore the interactions and internal mechanisms between sibling relationships,
parent-child relationships, and parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts within the
family system. The study aims to expand theoretical research on family relationships in
the new era and provide educational advice for parents in practice to create a good family
environment and promote the healthy growth of young children. The study hypothesizes:
(1) Parents’ strategies for resolving sibling conflicts affect sibling relationships; (2) Parents’
strategies for resolving sibling conflicts also affect the parent-child relationship, which can
moderate sibling relationships, with the parent-child relationship serving as a mediator.

2. Research Method
2.1 Research Subjects
This study uses convenient sampling to select samples from kindergartens in Xiamen,
Zhangzhou, Quanzhou, and Ningde in Fujian Province. The subjects are preschool children
with siblings, and teachers help distribute questionnaires to their parents, explaining the
purpose and significance of the survey. A total of 1386 questionnaires were collected.

2.2 Research Tools
2.2.1 Parents’ Strategies for Handling Sibling Conflicts Scale
The "Parents’ Strategies for Handling Sibling Conflicts Scale" compiled by Zhang Jialun32

(2010) and revised by Xu Lu et al. (2020)33 is used as the measurement tool. The scale
examines parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts and reflects parents’ ability to
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cope with sibling conflicts. According to Zhang Jialun and Xu Lu’s research, parents’
strategies for handling sibling conflicts include child-centered, parental control, and passive
non-intervention strategies. The scale measures these three dimensions with a total of 17
items: 6 items for child-centered strategies, 5 items for parental control, and 6 items for
non-intervention. The scale uses a 5-point scoring method (1 indicating completely disagree,
5 indicating completely agree), with higher scores in each dimension indicating a greater
tendency for parents to adopt that strategy. In this study, the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient
for the scale is 0.753.

2.2.2 Sibling Relationship Scale
The "Sibling Relationship Questionnaire" compiled by Furman and revised by Zhu Jing
(2020)35 is used as the measurement tool. The scale reflects the interaction between young
children and their siblings and parents’ perceptions of their children’s sibling relationships.
The scale includes three dimensions: sibling intimacy, sibling relative status, and sibling
conflict, with a total of 31 items: 15 items for sibling intimacy, 11 items for sibling relative
status, and 5 items for sibling conflict. The scale uses a 5-point scoring method (1 indicating
completely disagree, 5 indicating completely agree), with higher scores indicating greater
intimacy between siblings, more evident sibling relative status, and higher frequency of
sibling conflicts. In this study, the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the scale is 0.812.

2.2.3 Parent-Child Relationship Scale
The "Parent-Child Relationship Scale" compiled by Pianta and Virginia (1992)36 and revised
by Zhang Xiao (2008)37 is used as the measurement tool. The scale includes two dimensions:
intimacy and conflict, with a total of 22 items, 11 items each for intimacy and conflict.
The scale uses a 5-point scoring method (1 indicating completely disagree, 5 indicating
completely agree), with higher scores indicating greater intimacy and lower conflict in
the parent-child relationship. In this study, the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the scale is
0.789.

2.3 Data Processing and Common Method Bias Test
SPSS 21.0 is used for data analysis. To ensure the scientific validity of the questionnaire data,
Harman’s single-factor test is used to test for common method bias38. The results show that
there are 13 common factors with eigenvalues greater than 1, with the first common factor
explaining 20.291% of the variance, which is less than the critical value of 40%, indicating
that there is no common method bias in this study.

3. Results
3.1 Correlation between Parents’ Strategies for Handling Sibling Conflicts, Parent-Child
Relationship, and Sibling Relationship
It can be seen that parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts are significantly positively
correlated with both sibling relationships and parent-child relationships; demographic
variable age is significantly positively correlated with parent-child relationships.
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3.2 Mediating Role of Parent-Child Relationship
Hayes’ (2013) SPSS macro Model 439 is used to test the mediating effect of the parent-child
relationship between parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships,
controlling for gender and age, with a 95% confidence interval estimated through 5000
samples. The results show that the positive predictive effect of parents’ strategies for handling
sibling conflicts on the parent-child relationship is significant (β = 0.50, t = 20.87, p < 0.001);
the positive predictive effect of the parent-child relationship on sibling relationships is also
significant (β = 0.29, t = 12.40, p < 0.001). Therefore, the mediating effect of the parent-
child relationship exists; after adding the mediating role of the parent-child relationship,
the positive predictive effect of parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts on sibling
relationships decreases (β = 0.26, t = 9.76, p < 0.001), significantly reduced. Therefore, the
parent-child relationship partially mediates the relationship between parents’ strategies for
handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships.

Further analysis of the mediating effect of the parent-child relationship shows that the
direct effect value of parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts on sibling relationships
is 0.26, and the indirect effect value of parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts on
sibling relationships through the parent-child relationship is 0.16, with the Bootstrap 95%
confidence interval for the indirect effect being 0.14—0.20, all of which do not include
zero. Therefore, there is a significant mediating effect of the parent-child relationship, and
the mediating role of the parent-child relationship between parents’ strategies for handling
sibling conflicts and sibling relationships is shown in Figure 1.

4. Discussion
4.1 Relationship between Parents’ Strategies for Handling Sibling Conflicts and Young
Children’s Sibling Relationships
Parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts are significantly positively correlated with
sibling relationships, which is consistent with previous research40. The development of
sibling relationships is influenced by many factors, and parents are one of the most important
factors affecting the development of young children’s sibling relationships within the family
system. Chen Binbin et al.’s research pointed out that parents’ behavior towards their
children can affect sibling relationships41. For preschool children, imitation is an important
learning method, and parents’ ways of treating children and handling problems become
important learning resources for young children, which they apply to their social behaviors.

This study found that when parents adopt a "child-centered" strategy to handle sibling
conflicts, the warmth of sibling relationships is higher, which is consistent with Zhang
Jialun’s research42. In this handling strategy, parents listen attentively to their children’s
voices and guide them to face and solve problems. This approach allows children to feel
love and warmth, reducing or eliminating the idea that their siblings are competing for
parental love. Research shows that sibling jealousy increases aggressive behaviors and reduces
mutual helping behaviors among siblings43. It also teaches children how to handle conflicts
between siblings, naturally leading to warm and harmonious sibling relationships. When
parents adopt "control" or "passive non-intervention" strategies to handle sibling conflicts,
the warmth of sibling relationships decreases, and conflict increases. Zhang Jialun’s research
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also believes that the more mothers use "control" strategies, without understanding the
causes and consequences of conflicts, directly using punishment, orders, or requiring the
older child to yield to the younger one to handle sibling conflicts, the more likely it is
to cause feelings of unfairness or grievance in one of the children, leading to negative
emotions. Therefore, it is more likely to cause conflicts between siblings. In this unfair
handling method, whether it is the older or younger child, they will compete to win the
parents’ favor, escalating the "competitive" nature of sibling relationships, making hostile
and conflictual sibling relationships the dominant type44. The study found that passive
non-intervention strategies are significantly positively correlated with sibling conflict and
significantly negatively correlated with sibling intimacy, with no correlation with sibling
relative status. This means that when parents ignore or neglect conflicts between children,
sibling conflicts intensify. Because young children lack the ability to resolve problems
on their own and cannot learn how to resolve conflicts from their parents, when sibling
conflicts recur, children lack appropriate conflict resolution methods, which may exacerbate
sibling conflicts45. However, it is worth noting that parents’ disregard does not increase
children’s competition for parental attention. Sibling conflicts are often resolved by the older
child suppressing the younger one, establishing authority over the younger sibling. The
relative status between them does not change, and the younger child may become more
attached to the older child due to parental neglect, forming a mix of warmth and conflict in
the sibling relationship46.

4.2 Mediating Role of the Parent-Child Relationship
The study found that the parent-child relationship mediates the relationship between parents’
strategies for handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships. This is consistent with
previous research findings. The parent-child relationship reflects the warmth or conflict
between parents and children. Children learn how to handle interpersonal relationships
from their parents early on, even if parents do not acknowledge or are unaware of this
influence. Existing research has found that children’s aggression, social withdrawal, and
social responsibility are closely related to the parent-child relationship47. Chen Binbin et
al.’s research believes that the parent-child relationship is an important family environment
factor in the field of sibling relationships48. Moreover, existing research has found that
the relationship between parents and children can extend to sibling relationships. Parental
hostility towards the firstborn child in the parent-child relationship can lead to more conflicts
in the sibling relationship established later between the first and second child49. The
mother’s acceptance of the second child is positively correlated with sibling intimacy50.
This also supports the spillover hypothesis. Therefore, the mediating role of the parent-child
relationship exists.

When dealing with sibling conflicts, if parents’ handling methods are inappropriate,
the warmth and knowledge children gain from their parents will differ. Child-centered
handling strategies come from authoritative families, where parents can correctly address
conflicts between children and handle problems from the child’s perspective. Therefore,
children are more attached to and trust their parents, making their social qualities more
likely to develop positively. This is consistent with previous research. Sun Lihua and Zhang
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Anran’s (2018) research believes that children from authoritative families consider their
sibling relationships to be closer. When attributing negative events between siblings, they
first attribute it to themselves and then to others, being able to rationally view sibling
relationships51. Conversely, parents who use control or passive non-intervention methods
to handle sibling conflicts make children feel neglected and unloved by their parents, leading
to strained parent-child relationships. This study found that simple and crude education
worsens the parent-child relationship, with a significant positive correlation between the two,
which is consistent with existing research. For example, father-child conflict is significantly
associated with sibling conflict52. Therefore, parents’ attitudes towards both children and
their strategies for handling sibling conflicts directly affect the parent-child relationship.
The two are significantly correlated, and parents adopting scientific strategies for handling
sibling conflicts can optimize the parent-child relationship.

The study found a significant positive correlation between the parent-child relationship
and sibling relationships, consistent with existing research. Many studies abroad have con-
firmed the correlation between parent-child and sibling relationships. Many studies support
the association between positive parent-child relationships and good sibling relationships,
while negative parent-child relationships are associated with sibling conflict and aggression53.
Therefore, as two very important subsystems within the family system, establishing a good
parent-child relationship can optimize sibling relationships. Chen Binbin’s research found
that supportive parent-child relationships promote warm sibling relationships, while neg-
ative parent-child relationships lead to adversarial and competitive sibling relationships54.
In a good parent-child relationship, young children learn how to handle problems and
treat others warmly, applying these methods to sibling relationships, naturally forming
good sibling relationships. Meanwhile, sibling relationships also affect the parent-child
relationship. Some researchers have found that sibling quarrels and discord cause parental
stress and concern, which may determine the overall emotional atmosphere or tone of the
parent-child relationship and parents’ attitudes towards their children55. This also supports
the findings of this study: parent-child intimacy is significantly positively correlated with
sibling intimacy, parent-child conflict is significantly negatively correlated with sibling
intimacy, and significantly positively correlated with sibling conflict.

5. Conclusions and Educational Recommendations
5.1 Conclusions
Parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts are significantly positively correlated with
sibling relationships. Child-centered strategies can lead to sibling intimacy, while parental
control strategies and passive non-intervention strategies exacerbate sibling conflicts.

The parent-child relationship mediates the relationship between parents’ strategies for
handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships: Parents’ strategies for handling sibling
conflicts are significantly positively correlated with the parent-child relationship, and the
parent-child relationship is significantly positively correlated with sibling relationships.
The parent-child relationship partially mediates the relationship between parents’ strategies
for handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships. In other words, building a good
parent-child relationship helps mitigate the adverse effects of improper parental strategies
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for handling sibling conflicts, thereby establishing healthy sibling relationships and ensuring
the normal operation of the family system.

5.2 Educational Recommendations
5.2.1 Parents Should Recognize Sibling Conflict
Siblings are important others in children’s growth, providing warmth and companionship,
compensating for parents’ absence due to various reasons, while also potentially bringing
unpleasantness or trouble. Research shows that the mean value of sibling intimacy (23.09) is
higher than sibling conflict (12.65) for children aged 3-6, indicating that sibling relationships
are generally intimate. In other words, siblings are a source of warmth for children. However,
due to their limited problem-solving abilities, language skills, and sibling interaction abilities,
conflicts are inevitable when interacting with siblings. Therefore, sibling conflict is an
inevitable phenomenon in the development of sibling relationships. Parents should recognize
or accept the existence of conflicts between children. When parents decide to have a second
child, they should have certain expectations for the new family relationships, such as parent-
child relationships and sibling relationships, which is an important factor in reducing parental
anxiety or educational impotence.

Recognizing sibling conflict is a prerequisite for parents to handle sibling conflicts.
Otherwise, parents will suppress or ignore conflicts between children, resulting in unresolved
sibling conflicts, deteriorating sibling relationships, and affecting children’s social behavior.

5.2.2 Parents Should Adopt Child-Centered Strategies to Handle Sibling Conflicts
Preschool children differ from children at other stages, requiring more companionship and
guidance from adults. Therefore, it is necessary for parents to handle conflicts between their
children. Mothers’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts directly affect children’s attitudes
and ways of dealing with sibling conflicts56. This study found that the mean value of child-
centered strategies for handling sibling conflicts is the highest (46.94), followed by parental
control strategies (25.42), and passive non-intervention strategies are the lowest (16.74). In
other words, parents generally adopt better strategies for handling sibling conflicts, with
child-centered strategies being the most common, but control and passive non-intervention
strategies still exist. According to the spillover hypothesis, how parents handle conflicts
between children will be imitated by children in handling conflicts with siblings and peers,
affecting children’s social development. Rinaldi and Howe (1998) conducted a study with
34 fifth and sixth-grade students and found that warm sibling relationships are associated
with prosocial behaviors and more constructive strategies57. This study’s conclusions also
apply to preschool children. Therefore, parents should adopt child-centered strategies to
handle sibling conflicts.

Child-centered strategies view problems from the child’s perspective. The first signal
parents send to children is love, which helps children gain a sense of security and trust.
Secondly, parents listen to children’s voices and provide reasonable suggestions, not only
correctly handling conflicts between siblings but also helping children understand the
significance of siblings for their growth, thereby avoiding the growth of competition or
rivalry for parental attention.
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5.2.3 Parents Should Build Good Parent-Child Relationships
The parent-child relationship is the core of the family system. The earliest understanding of
relationships comes from parents, such as love, security, and trust. As a key period for social
development, the quality of the parent-child relationship during early childhood affects
children’s physical and mental development. Especially since the major changes in China’s
birth policy in 2016, family parent-child relationships have shifted from singular to diverse,
posing significant challenges for constructing family parent-child relationships. Fortunately,
this study found that parent-child intimacy (42.07) is higher than parent-child conflict
(16.74), indicating that the parent-child relationship is generally warm. This is closely
related to the improvement in parents’ qualities in the new era. In other words, current
parents pay more attention to building parent-child relationships. The value of good parent-
child relationships for children’s development has been recognized by many researchers.
This study found that the parent-child relationship has certain mediating and moderating
effects between parents’ strategies for handling sibling conflicts and sibling relationships.
The parent-child relationship can compensate for the adverse effects of improper parental
strategies for handling sibling conflicts on sibling relationships. In other words, according
to the compensation hypothesis of family system power, in a good parent-child relationship,
children buffer the trauma caused by sibling conflicts with the intimacy and warmth from
their parents, providing comfort to the child’s soul.

In summary, parents should continuously improve their family education abilities, adopt
scientific and effective measures to handle conflicts between children, and build good parent-
child relationships, guiding children to correctly understand the value and significance of
siblings for their growth, thereby establishing good sibling relationships and ensuring the
normal operation of family relationships.

5.3 Research Outlook
In the new era, significant changes in China’s family structure have made the interactions
between various relationships within the family system important influencing factors for
constructing a good family atmosphere and positively utilizing family functions. Therefore,
research on family structure, family function, and family relationships has become the focus of
scholars from various fields. This study aims to review the mutual influences between parent-
child relationships and sibling relationships within the family, and how parents’ strategies for
handling sibling conflicts, an important manifestation of new sibling relationships, affect the
family system. It constructs a theoretical model of these important relationships, providing
important references for handling sibling conflicts and building good parent-child and
sibling relationships in practice. However, there is still much room for future research on
sibling relationships. For example, what impact does sibling relationships have on young
children’s social development? Especially for migrant and left-behind children, can sibling
relationships compensate for the deficiencies in parental involvement in children’s social
development? Furthermore, do parental control and passive non-intervention strategies
for handling sibling conflicts lead to poor social development in children, such as social
withdrawal or avoidance? These questions will become important topics for future research.
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